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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 
The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 
A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

1 . Claims 1-5 and 7-17 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being clearly anticipated by 
Novak etal (2003/0126599). 

Regarding Claim 1, Novak shows a multimedia terminating device (page 2 
section 0037 set top box) for providing multimedia content transmitted over a 
communication network and received from a broadband connection (page 2 sections 
0036-0038, broadband communication network) comprising broadband communication 
circuitry for receiving the content in broadband format (page 2 section 0038, page 4 
section 0062, receiving, demodulation, and demultiplexing packets) and extracting the 
content from the broadband format (page 4 sections 0062, 0064 demultiplexing and 
demodulating packets, coded endcoder/decoder), and decoder circuitry for receiving the 
content from the broadband communication circuitry (page 4 section 0064, decoding 
network compatible data stream received from network), decoding the content and 
providing the content to at least one user device (page 4 section 0066, displaying 
interface on television, section 0067, sending data to PVR device) based on the content. 
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Regarding Claim 2, Novak shows that the communication circuitry contains cable 
modem circuitry (page 4 section 0062, conventional modem circuitry). 

Regarding Claim 3, Novak shows that the format is DOCSIS (page 4 section 

0062). 

Regarding Claim 4, Novak shows the circuitry contains a DSP (page 4 section 
0069, DSP) 

Regarding Claim 5, Novak shows a graphics controller or processor (page 4 
section 0066, graphics and sound controllers). 

Regarding Claim 7, Novak shows that the decoder circuitry includes audio output 
(page 4 section 0066, audio/video signals, separate sound controllers). 

Regarding Claim 8, Novak shows that the decoder circuitry includes a video 
output (page 4 section 0066, audio/video signals, separate graphics controllers). 

Regarding Claims 9 and 10, Novak shows a digital data connection for connecting 
an external digital device, which could be a PVR (hard disk drive) (page 4 section 0067, 
PVR hard disk drive, fig. 3). 

Regarding Claim 1 1 , Novak shows a method for transporting a digital multimedia 
content over a broadband network from a central location to one or more subscribers 
(page 2 sections 0036-0037, broadband communication network, set top boxes) 
comprising converting the digital multimedia content in a digital multimedia content 
signal at the central location (page 2-3 section 0042, page 3 sections 0045, 0047-0051, 
broadcast centers gathering programming content and ensuring it is digital quality and 
encoded), formatting the digital content signal into a broadband-transport-format signal 
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. (page 3 sections 0045, 0047-0051, broadcast centers gathering programming content and 
ensuring it is digital quality and encoded), transporting the broadband- formatted digital 
content signal toward the subscribers (page 3 section 0048, distribution to STBs), 
receiving the broadband-formatted digital content signal with broadband communication 
circuitry (page 2 section 0038, page 4 section 0062, receiving, demodulation, and 
demultiplexing packets), extracting the digital multimedia content from the broadband- 
transport-format signal (page 4 sections 0062, 0064 demultiplexing and demodulating 
packets, coded endcoder/decoder), and providing the digital multimedia content at one or 
more outputs (page 4 section 0066, displaying interface on television, section 0067, 
sending data to PVR device). 

Regarding Claim 12, Novak shows that the format is DOCSIS (page 4 section 

0062). 

Regarding Claim 13, Novak shows that the communication circuitry contains 
cable modem circuitry (page 4 section 0062, conventional modem circuitry). 

Regarding Claim 14, Novak shows that the decoder circuitry includes a video 
output (page 4 section 0066, audio/video signals, separate graphics controllers). 

Regarding Claim 15, Novak shows that the decoder circuitry includes audio 
output (page 4 section 0066, audio/video signals, separate sound controllers). 

Regarding Claim 16, Novak shows a digital data connection for connecting an 
external digital device, which could be a PVR (hard disk drive) (page 4 section 0067, 
PVR hard disk drive, fig. 3). 
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Regarding Claim 17, Novak shows that the format is DOCSIS (page 4 section 

0062). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

2. Claims 6 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Novak et al 
(2003/0126599) in further view of Brooks et al (6,816,940). 

Regarding Claim 6, Novak shows that all of the circuitry is connected using a bus 
(fig. 3 item 314) and that MAC circuitry is used (page 2 section 0039, MAC address). 
Novak fails to specifically state that the bus connects a MAC of the broadband 
communication circuitry and a MAC of the decoder circuitry. Brooks shows that a bus 
connects a MAC of the broadband communication circuitry and a MAC of the decoder 
circuitry (fig. 2 items 224, 226, EMAC and CMAC, col. 7 lines 7-45, Ethernet MAC and 
Cable MAC connected by bus 214). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill 
in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Novak with the 
ability of the communications MAC and decoder MAC to communicate through the bus, 
as shown in Brooks, so that the system device could adequately communicate with each 
other and perform necessary data functions. 
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3. Claims 18 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Novak 
et al (2003/0126599) in further view of Kolze et al (2003/0177502). 

Regarding Claim 18, Novak fails to specifically state using MIB. Kolze shows 
using MIB in a DOCSIS system (page 8 section 0075, Management Information Base 
(MB) statistic gathering). It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art 
at the time the invention was made to modify the device of Novak with the ability of to 
use MIB, as shown in Kolze, so that the system device could process the signals correctly 
and ensure a robust data communications system. 

Regarding Claim 19, Novak fails to specifically state using Dynamic Channel 
Change to select a transport channel. Kolze shows using Dynamic Channel Change to 
select a transport channel (page 3 section 0015, page 5 section 0048). It would have been 
obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify 
the device of Novak with the ability of to use Dynamic Channel Change to select a 
transport channel, as shown in Kolze, so that the system device could select the 
appropriate. bandwidth so that the data was received efficiently. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

Maruo et al U.S. Patent No. 6,757,909 discloses an internet set top box having an in-band 
tuner and cable modem. 
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Lazarus et al U.S. Patent No. U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0056226 
discloses an implementation of virtual telephony endpoints in communications gateways. 

Burke et al U.S. Patent No. 6,233,235 discloses a packet telephony power management. 

Rakib U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2004/0095963 discloses a process for 
sharing an upstream among multiple downstreams. 

Sawyer et al U.S. Patent Application Publication No. 2003/0066087 discloses a digital 
transmission system having modulators remotely located from central media access control layer. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher R Nalevanko whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8093. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-5. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on 703-305-4755. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Christopher Nalevanko 
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